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The horses and  elephants  and   other   transport   animate should be bathed and   the Nrishinha-manifestation of  Vishnu should be worshipped two   days   before   the   commencement of   actual  hostilities, and weapons and insignias   of   royalty, such as the umbrella etc, as  well as  the gods   Ganas   should be likewise worshipped in the night.    On the following morning,   the god Nrisinba  should bo again   worshipped   together with the riding and the baggage animals, and the king should look at the sacrificial fire lighted by the priest, pour libations of clarified butter on it, and  worship the   Brahmanas.    Then he  should  alight  from   the   elephant   with   the   bow in  his hand and walk on foot to ascertain> undiscovered, the  nature of the enemy he would have to deal with.    He   should  cause the front of his army to extend so   as to   have   an   extensive-line of action, while he   should always   try to   avoid   pitched battles with large bodies of troops duly drawn up in a battle array.    A small army drawn up   in the  order   known   as the Suchimukha   (lit: mouth of    a   needle)    can   hold  its   own against odds.    Soldiers   are   usually   drawn   up    in    arrays, resembling   the   structures   of   animals    and   things such as, Makara the  Vyuha,  the Garuda Vyuha, (circle)   the   Ardha-Ctiandra (semi-circle) the   Vajra  Vyuha   (zic-zae   or   broken line), the Shakata Vyuha, the Mandala Vyuha,   the   Sarvato-bhadra^ and the Suchi Vyuha.    An   army  drawn   up  in one of the abovesaid  arrays should be  divided   into   five   parts, the two composing its  two   principal wings, the two forming its  sides   to   protect the wings  and    the   one   forming   its main body.    Only  a  single division or two   divisions of  an army should be   brought  into   action   at   a   time,   the   three remaining divisions acting as reserves.    A king should never be in the fighting line, as his  death   would   entail   the  annihilation    of    the   entire    army.      A   king    should     remain at tlie rear of his army and   within   two   miles   of the   scene of action,   if   necessary,   so  that   a  broken    division   might agaia rally round his^tandard at the^spot,    A general retreat